July 11, 2018

Myth number two: The demographics
of Crimea demand they be part of Rus-
sia because most of them speak Rus-
sian. I am sure Russian speaking popu-
lations in the Baltic Republics revolt
at that kind of notion. And the claim
also erases history because Crimean
Tatars were forcibly removed from Cri-
mea by the dictator Stalin.

This is the President’s most insidious
myth, the third one; recognizing Cri-
mea could help improve relations with
Russia.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time is expired.

Mr. CONNOLLY. I don’t think so.
Russia has a much more extensive
agenda.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time is expired.

Mr. CONNOLLY. It is time for the
United States to recognize——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is no longer recognized.

Mr. CONNOLLY. * * *,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President of the United States.

—————

ORGANIC AGRICULTURE
LISTENING SESSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, on Monday, I
hosted and chaired a Listening Session
on Organic Agriculture at our State
capitol in Harrisburg.

Agriculture is a key economic driver
in Pennsylvania and remains the Com-
monwealth’s number one industry. One
in seven jobs in Pennsylvania is con-
nected to agriculture, a fact especially
important in rural areas, generating
some $7.4 billion in sales in 2017.

Yet agriculture in Pennsylvania and
around the country goes well beyond
our local communities. Our farmers
not only feed, clothe, and provide en-
ergy and fiber for all Americans, but
also to many other nations around the
world.

Pennsylvania agriculture is diverse
and encompasses a wide array of com-
modities and production methods.
Monday’s listening session was specifi-
cally focused on the organic agri-
culture sector in Pennsylvania.

I was proudly joined by my col-
leagues, Congressman SCOTT PERRY
and Congressman ToM MARINO, as well
as Pennsylvania’s agriculture deputy
secretary, Cheryl Cook. We heard from
a number of expert panelists, includ-
ing: Leslie Zuck of Pennsylvania Cer-
tified Organic; Dr. Kristy Borrelli of
Penn State extension; Scott Sechler of
Bell & Evans; Ken Rice, an organic
livestock feed seller; Andrew Kline, an
organic beef and milk producer; and
Hannah Smith-Brubaker of the Penn-
sylvania Sustainable Agriculture Asso-
ciation, or PASA.

We heard some tremendous testi-
mony from the all-star panel, and I
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thank them for their insights. Over the
past decade, organic agriculture has
flourished around the Nation. From
2015 to 2016, the number of certified or-
ganic farms nationwide increased to
more than 14,000, and the number of
certified acres increased by 15 percent,
according to the USDA.

Pennsylvania has been a leading
State in organic agriculture with more
than 800 farms across the Common-
wealth. With some farms transitioning
and others just starting out in agri-
culture, organic is being supported in a
variety of ways. Through Pennsylvania
Certified Organic, Penn State’s exten-
sion activities, stakeholder organiza-
tions, and the State Department of Ag-
riculture, many are working to help
farmers who wish to transition to or-
ganic farming.

There have also been a variety of
supports put in place at the Federal
level. Title X of the farm bill is the
horticulture portion of the law which
covers specialty crops, local and re-
gional foods, and organic agriculture.

The 2014 farm bill included $34 mil-
lion annually to organic producers.
This includes support for USDA’s Or-
ganic Agriculture Research and Exten-
sion Initiative, the National Organic
Certification Cost Share Program, the
National Organic Program, and the Or-
ganic Data Initiative. The farm bill
also authorizes the Beginning Farmers
and Ranchers Program, the Farmers
Market and Local Food Promotion
Program, the Market Access Program,
the EQIP Organic Initiative, and our
bedrock agricultural conservation pro-
grams.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the House
and Senate have been working dili-
gently to write the next farm bill as
the current law expires in September.
Writing a new farm bill is timely, as
rural areas have been hit hard by farm
recession in recent years with the aver-
age farm income roughly half of what
it was just b years ago.

Since both the House and Senate
have passed versions of the farm bill, I
look forward to working out the dif-
ferences in conference. This new law
will certainly continue to support both
traditional as well as organic agri-
culture on many fronts, and I look for-
ward to getting the final bill across the
finish line.

HONORING WORLD WAR I HEROES IN CLINTON

COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the
memory of two World War I heroes
from Clinton County, Pennsylvania.

Private First Class Ira Cranmer Kel-
ler and Corporal Beale Marshall Darby
are the hometown soldiers for which
the county’s Keller & Darby Memorial
Park is named. Private First Class Kel-
ler was 24 years old and the first Clin-
ton County soldier to be killed during
World War I. Corporal Darby was only
18 years old and is the second home-
town soldier to lose his life in the
Great War.

Their families donated land in North
Bend to be used as a public park, for-
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ever commemorating their sacrifice for
our freedom. This Sunday, there will be
a formal memorial and rededication
ceremony. A World War I Soldiers’
Commemorative Monument will also
be unveiled in the park.

Mr. Speaker, a century later, we are
celebrating the lives of these two sol-
diers and honoring the sacrifice that
they made to this great Nation. To this
day, the park honors these North Bend
heroes, as their families intended. It is
a place where we will always remember
the sacrifices that come with our free-
dom, and we will never forget.

————

OUR GUARANTEED FOUR
FREEDOMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SWALWELL) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, it was in this Chamber in 1941
that Franklin Roosevelt told the world
that every man, woman, and child in
the world should be guaranteed four
freedoms: the freedom of speech, the
freedom of worship, the freedom from
fear, and the freedom from want.

And Mr. Speaker, today, our Presi-
dent has taken a wrecking ball to all
four of those guarantees. He has de-
clared that the press is the enemy of
the American people—going after that
treasured freedom of speech, the right
for me to speak here in this well, for
people to assemble outside, and for the
journalists behind me in the gallery to
report on it—the freedom of worship
that every man and woman and child
could pray to the God of their choosing
and not be discriminated because of it.
Our country, as we speak right now
today, has a Muslim ban in place.
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Freedom from fear: Nearly daily, the
President tweets out that the immi-
grants fleeing the harshest places in
the world from violence and abject pov-
erty are the problem, that they are
murderers and rapists.

And freedom from want: The idea
that if you work hard, it will mean
something. Well, Mr. Speaker, this
Chamber passed, and the President
signed, a tax cut where 83 percent of
the benefits went to the wealthiest
among us. Not a tax cut that told our
businesses: You can be more competi-
tive, but you have to share the profits
with those who generated your produc-
tivity.

Those four freedoms that we have all
relied upon and depend upon in our
country are being knocked down. We
have an opportunity in this Chamber,
Mr. Speaker, to unite and work to-
gether to restore those freedoms and
rebuild them.

Our Founders, in their wisdom, envi-
sioned that you could have a wrecking-
ball, out-of-control Presidency, and
they did not leave us helpless. They en-
visioned that the Article I check and
balance of a Congress, elected by the
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people, could be a check on the Presi-
dent.

As our President right now is abroad,
insulting our allies, drawing us closer
to adversaries like Russia, we can be a
check. We can say, when it comes to
those families separated at the border,
we are not going to put a single pri-
ority of the President forward until he
reunites all of them. When it comes to
the press, who are under attack in
speech that is constantly being sup-
pressed, we can pass the Journalist
Protection Act, which I recently intro-
duced, which would make it a Federal
crime to commit violence against any-
one in the news gathering business.
There is a 1ot we can do together.

And as it comes to our democracy,
Mr. Speaker, we are just 4 months
away from an election. The adversary
that our President is meeting with is
determined to interfere again. The best
antidote to stop that would be for us to
unite and pass legislation to have an
independent commission. That is bipar-
tisan legislation that is out there.

We can be the check that our Found-
ers envisioned. We can be the check
that our constituents really need us to
be during these trying times.

We are not helpless, Mr. Speaker. We
can pick up the pieces, and we can re-
build and restore those freedoms that
FDR stood in this Chamber and guar-
anteed to the world that we would
have. That should still be true today in
America.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant
to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

Reverend John Hill, Flint Hill United
Methodist Church, Alexander City,
Alabama, offered the following prayer:

Gracious, mighty, and wonderful
God, I pray for this historic Chamber,
and I most humbly ask for Your wis-
dom, discernment, and grace to be
showered upon these representatives of
the people.

Allow their decisions to be made with
selfless interest, keeping a keen eye
upon the good of our Nation as a whole.
Let their collegiality and respect for
one another be an example of states-
manship to our Nation. Give them the
humbleness to bring differing opinions
and work together toward the best so-
lution.

Allow them to disagree without vili-
fying, and may their differences be
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brought together for the good of the
country so that the United States of
America may be a shining beacon of
hope and liberty to the world. May
they be reminded of the sacred trust
the people have placed in them and not
shrink from this awesome responsi-
bility that they have accepted.

In the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, amen.

————————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms. ESTY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
THOSE KILLED OR WOUNDED IN
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks that
the House now observe a moment of si-
lence in honor of those who have been
killed or wounded in service to our
country and all those who serve and
their families.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND JOHN
HILL

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROG-
ERS) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to welcome our guest
chaplain, Reverend John Hill. Reverend
Hill lives in Alexander City, Alabama,
and is the pastor of Flint Hill United
Methodist Church.

In 2010, Reverend Hill had his ordina-
tion as elder in the United Methodist
Church; and in 2017, he achieved senior
chaplain status with the International
Conference of Police Chaplains, certifi-
cation in critical incident stress man-
agement, and became a certified in-
structor for group crisis intervention.

Reverend Hill has done chaplain
work with several police departments
across the State as well as with the
Alabama Department of Public Safety.
He also was selected to serve as a vol-
unteer chaplain for the United States
Secret Service.

Reverend Hill is joined today by his
wife, Jill, and their three children, and
it is my honor to welcome him to the
House of Representatives and our Na-
tion’s Capitol.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOHNSON of Ohio). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———————

WELCOMING PENN STATE 4-H TO
THE CAPITOL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to welcome
members of the Penn State 4-H pro-
gram to the Nation’s Capital. This
afternoon, students will share their 4-H
experiences with me and discuss the
importance the program has had in
their lives.

4-H is open to all young people re-
gardless of where they live, what their
backgrounds are, or what interests
them. From traditional activities for
youth in rural places to after-school
programs for city youth, 4-H has it all.

Last month, Penn State 4-H hosted
the first Pennsylvania 4-H Science of
Agriculture Challenge in State College.
Scores of 4-H teams competed in the
challenge that was based around the
American Farm Bureau’s Pillars of Ag-
ricultural Literacy.

First place went to the Westmore-
land County equestrian team. The mar-
keting team from Clarion County came
in second. Third place went to the
Armstrong County Idea Makers. Teams
from Allegheny County and Wash-
ington County rounded out the top five
winners.

Mr. Speaker, 4-H plays an incredible
role in the lives of American students
who are learning leadership, citizen-
ship, and life skills. I am proud that 4-
H helps so many reach their full poten-
tial.

————

ACA SABOTAGE

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, an-
other week, another two blatant at-
tempts by this administration to sabo-
tage the Affordable Care Act.

On Saturday, the Trump administra-
tion announced it is ending payments
that help insurers meet the require-
ment to cover individuals with pre-
existing conditions. These risk adjust-
ment payments pool risk for insurers
so all Americans can be covered, not
just the healthiest few.

Just yesterday, the Trump adminis-
tration announced it is slashing funds
for healthcare navigators by 70 per-
cent. These navigators are the individ-
uals trained to help Americans com-
pare and enroll in plans. Without navi-
gator assistance, more Americans will
struggle to enroll, and more people will
g0 uninsured.
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